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The glass and metal
staircase makes a
brilliant centrepiece

The red felt rug and low table
were designed by Rondelli 1:1
and made locally

The Moroccan-style
roof terrace provides
good views of Vejer

The dining table comes
from The Conran Shop

in London
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Anartist’stouch

From the outside, the house in Calle Arrieros looks much like
any other. The weathered, wooden door has the same metal studs
and ball-and-fist knocker you find everywhere in the tumbling narrow
streets of Moorish Vejer. But step through and you immediately realise
this is no typical casa antigua.
The inner hallway is flooded with light from above and you’re con-

fronted by a shining glass and metal staircase, clean and sleek against
the ancient walls carved into the rock. Splashes of colour from the
Moroccan camel-hair kilim add warmth, while quirky artwork brings a
smile to the face. Here, ancient meets modern in a seamless timeline.
When it was bought in 2004, the house was actually two

apartments and two studios, a warren of dark rooms, corridors and
staircases. Architect Michele Rondelli remembers it well: “Everwhere
was closed in – damp, dull, dark. So we just stripped it right back,
took away everything that wasn’t necessary and opened it up.”
Michele ended up project-managing the whole construction for the

London-based owner. Together with his team in Medina Sidonia, he
designed not just the bare bones of the house, but also much of the
details and furniture. “We wanted to keep everything simple,” he says,
“so for example there are no cupboards or wardrobes in the house –
just shelves with plain drapes which also help the air circulate in the
damp months.”

The ‘plain drapes’ he refers to – and which are used throughout the
house – are in fact a specially-commissioned fabric made of silk and
cotton. The edges have been left raw, adding to the natural look of the
pewter sheen. “I try to use mainly local materials that are toxic-free
and have not been transported long distances,” explains Michele. “So
the floor and wall tiles were made in Chiclana, the windows are all
Spanish-made in Carmona and I used local craftsmen and builders
from Medina Sidonia who created many of the individually designed
pieces of furniture.”
The staircase certainly proved a challenge. Michele had the vision of

using glass and metal to maximise the light and space. The craftsman
he commissioned to make it at first said it simply couldn’t be done.
But once he started on it, he became caught up in the project and

Michele’s enthusiasm; it had to be made in two separate sections and
welded into place on site – and of course it had to be accurate to
within a millimetre to fit into a space without uniform walls or surfaces.
The result is not just a functioning staircase but a glass bridge that
floats between the first floor bedroom and living area.
One particular problem area was downstairs, where the other

bedrooms are. “This was a really dark, interior area,” explains Michele.
“So I created these Islamic wall tiles from a stencil I’d picked up in
Morocco and added a full-length mirror, some uplighters and a

Architect Michele Rondelli has combined modern style and
intimacy to stunning effect behind the studded wooden door
of a house in Vejer’s old town, as Jenny Kean discovers

The Islamic wall tiles were
made using a stencil
picked up in a market



chandelier that fits in with the Venetian theme elsewhere in the house.
We also made a cueva with comfortable cushions to create a seating
area here.”
This corner is now unrecognisable from the one he describes

before. It feels full of natural light and the relief wall tiles add beauty
and texture.
Upstairs, the living area is open plan. The kitchen was designed by

Michele, who sourced the siltstone black worktop, made of crushed
marble with pieces of mirror and glass that sparkle in the light. A
lighting panel taking up one wall can be dimmed for comfort once the
practical cooking is done, whilst all the clutter of the kitchen is hidden
away in a separate room behind a metal curtain.
The seating in the sitting room is low, squashy, comfortable –

“designed for lounging”, as Michele says. The full-length windows can
be opened right back, but the view across to the hills is unchecked by
iron bars or the solid wall of a balcony; instead, a strengthened glass
safety panel adds to the sense of outdoor space.
A table (brought by the owner from The Conran Shop in London)

can seat eight, while wooden chairs add warmth and character. A
mirrored pillar throws yet more light and reflection into the room.

A separate room offers a quiet place for reading or watching television.
“It works really well as a house,” says the delighted owner. “I never

intended to buy here but just fell instantly in love with Vejer. But when I
came to visit whilst the work was being done, I nearly wept ‘what have
I done? I’ve made a terrible mistake!’
“But I thank my lucky stars that I had Michele. He kept a steady

hand, he brought the project in on time and on budget. And what’s
more, we had a lot of fun doing it. I think to go through something like
that and remain good friends says a lot.”
She has an artistic background, as can be seen from the artwork
displayed around the house. Particularly stunning is a big metal
sculpture (pictured, below left) that was commissioned for the wall of
the staircase from Yugoslav artist Marko Krathovil. “It feels like it was
part of the original structure, it fits so well.
“I just love the house. I wanted it to be modern, but not cold and

sterile. Michele created these wonderful features – like the Islamic wall
tiles – that give it character. When the staircase went in, for instance,
the house just came alive. And at night, it’s bathed in the most
wonderful light.
For us, it feels like home.”
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Architect and Designer
Rondelli 1:1,
Thebussem, 5,
Medina Sidonia.
info@rondelli.info
rondelli.info
Tel: 956 411 609

General Contractor
Benitez Medinilla, Medina Sidonia

Electrics
Herrera SL, Medina Sidonia
Staircase/Ironwork
Ferrochan, Medina Sidonia

Glass/Mirror Work
Juan Delgado, Medina Sidonia

Bathroom and floor tiles
Keraben, Chiclana

Awning Roof Terrace
Toldos de Chiclana, Chiclana

Furnishings
Much of the furniture was
designed by Rondelli 1:1 and
made locally. The owner used
FD Removals (Tel: 0044 1255 871
434) to bring furnishings from

London. The candelabra, crystal
lamps and crockery are from
brissi.co.uk, cushions from
The Cross (141 Portland Rd,
London, Tel: 0044 207 727 6760)
and the mother-of-pearl inlaid
chair and mirror in the hall are
from Graham and Green
(grahamandgreen.co.uk).

Artwork commissioned in London
or bought from Gallery La
Rampa, Eduardo Shelly 4, Vejer
(Tel: 956 451 394)

Address Book

Unusual mirrors (right) and crystal-
drop lamps (above) are a theme
throughout


